
Dear Students, Alumni and Staff,  
 

It is a special newsletter this time… 
 

On the one hand, it is the first newsletter for our new students. They just arrived, 

most of them in a completely different culture with strange temperatures, a strange 

environment, strange people, strange food, … To them I want to say, in name of the 

whole JOSS board: welcome in Belgium, welcome at UHasselt. Maybe the first weeks 

will be hard, with a lot of things to discover, a lot of people to get know and a lot of 

arrangements to be made. But we are sure you soon will get used to the habits here 

and start enjoying the Belgian atmosphere. To make sure you have the opportunity to 

enjoy life outside the campus, JOSS is organizing nice activities on a regular basis for 

you. Some examples: ice skating, movie night, bowling, city trips, parties, … So be pre-

pared to a lot of fun the coming year(s). 
 

On the other hand, it is also the last newsletter for our „old‟ students. After 2 years 

(for some of you only 1, for others 3) of hard work, alternated with fun, you received 

your master degree in Statistics: congratulations to all the new masters!! Another 

word of congratulations is for the organizers of the Prom Night. You did a great job, 

and I think everyone (including the JOSS board) had a really nice time. We hope the 

Prom Night was a good opportunity to celebrate the end of your study period here at 

Uhasselt. Pictures and a report about this event can be found in this newsletter! 

If you are leaving Uhasselt, but still want to be in the mailing list (this means: you re-

ceive newsletters and information about activities), you can simply do so by sending an 

email to joss@uhasselt.be . 
 

And finally, of course, this newsletter is for all other JOSS members: students, I-

Biostat staff and alumni. We are ready for another year full of 

JOSS activities. A lot of changes are made in the JOSS board (you 

can read everything about it in this newsletter), but we again ha-

ve a motivated group that will make your stay at UHasselt as 

pleasant as possible! 

 

We hope to see you all soon on one of our activities! 

 

An Creemers, Your vice-president 

Foreword from the Vice President 
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Introducing: The New JOSS Board 
     

 As you may or may not have heard, the JOSS board has had a 

large shift in members. We say Goodbye to Tayo, Liesbeth, Nele, 

Tina and Yovanna and we welcome Leen, Yves, Elasma, Jurgen, Kim 

and Aklilu to our ranks.  Indeed, there are six new board mem-

bers, which calls for a restructuring of the positions within the 

board. Summary statistics are presented in Table 1.  

 

We would like to thank the outgoing members for their enthusi-

asm and hard work  all year(s) long! We will miss you, guys!... And  

to the incoming ones:  Welcome and Good Luck! 

 

Table 1.  JOSS Board Structure Changes. 

New / Leaving / Continuing 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Position 2009-2010 2010-2011 

President Philippe Haldermans Philippe Haldermans 

Vice President An Creemers An Creemers 

Treasurer Liesbeth bruckers Emanuele Del Fava 

  Leen Prenen 

Secretary Nele Goeyvaerts Jürgen Claesen 

Entertainer Emanuele del Fava Kim van Kerckhove 

  Elasma Milanzi 

Scriptor Christina Sotto Thomas Neyens 

 Yovanna Castro Yves Grouwels 

Sports coordina-

tor Adetayo Kasim Aklilu Habteab 

Jack of all Trades Thomas Neyens   



 

 Past May, professor Roel Braekers became the proud father of his  se-

cond child, a girl called Liesl. 

 

 Only one month later, Last year JOSS-board member Yovanna Castro 

Sanchez gave birth to her first child, a daughter called Sulay, which 

means Hope in Quechua language.  

 

 In July, last year JOSS-board member Adetayo Kasim became the proud 

father of his second sun,  Oreoluwa. 

  

 In September,  Our president Philippe Haldermans,  Adetayo Kasim 

and Auguste Gaddah successfully defended their PhD-theses.   
 

Many congratulations to all of you!  

 

  Saskia Litière (former president of JOSS),  Adetayo Kasim (former 

board member), Suzy Van Sanden (former board member), Ariel 

Alonso Abad,  José Cortinas Abrahantes and Auguste Gaddah, have left 

I-Biostat.  

 

 

 You can join us on facebook (group: JOSS - students, staff and alumni of 

master in statistics) to upload and download pictures, share stories etc. 

 

We wish you all the best for the future.  Saskia, Kasim and Suzy, 

we thank you for all your time spent in JOSS! 

  

 

 Graduates of 2010 who want to stay member of JOSS 

have to send an e-mail to joss@uhasselt.be.  
 

Did You Know... 

mailto:joss@uhasselt.be
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JOSS BBQ: 25/06/2010 

Some say it‟s due to the nice weather, others blame the delicious 

food or the refreshing cocktails to explain why the annual JOSS 

barbeque is always something special… 

 

Yep, same story again on Friday June 25th 

when more than 100 people, including stu-

dents, professors and other I-BIOSTAT em-

ployees came together to enjoy the end of 

the academic year with a barbeque. The 

meals were fabulous, the cocktail quality 

(and quantity) was of an unknown level and 

afterwards a small party could take off. And 

YES, the music was sweet.  Emanuele played 

with the crowd by the use of meringue rhythms and salsa 

vibes, later on the students themselves started playing a 

nice mix Belgian and foreign music. There was even a vuvu-

zela!!! All of this in combination with the start of the Euro-

pean summer, it was just like Bob Marley once said: “Sun is 

shining, the weather is sweet. Make you want to move your 

dancing feet…” 

 

The JOSS board would like to thank all the guests for the 

nice atmosphere and we hope to see you again next year 

(in even larger numbers!). 

 

    

 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  
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Prom night: 24/09/2010 
By Chelaffe Ensoy 

For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven... 

A time for stress, a time for more stress, and thankfully, a time for no 

stress! Indeed, for the last few months, it was an endless season of stress 

and a time of, it seemed back then, insurmountable problems. But on the 

night of the 24th of September 2010, it was a season for celebration and a 

time for PARTY! – an appropriate ending and beginning of a “new sea-

son”. 

 

The graduation party, officially known as, the PROM night, was supposed 

to start at 6pm in the cafeteria. However, probably delayed by the 

“trustworthy” Belgian weather, many people arrived a little late, and thus, 

at 8pm, the party officially started with a game hosted by game experts, 

Kim and Zebs. Four groups were formed: Philippe‟s group (composed of 

mostly current and former JOSS board), Patwari‟s group (consisting of the 

second years), Simba (a blend of students, graduates and visitors), and 

Kindergarten (mainly composed of friends who came along with their 

kids).  

 

To test the descriptive and guessing skills of 

the students and graduates, a game called 

“mimic” was done. The rule of the game was 

simple, a representative from each group had 

to mimic or describe a person, place, or 

thing through actions, and members of that 

group had to guess what it was. Unfortunate-

ly, results on the first and second round 

were dismal and only a slight improvement 

was seen in the third round. One begins to 

wonder what the masters program had done 

to the students! 

 

To see whether this dismal performance would continue and to allow 

other groups to catch up with Philippe‟s group who won the first game, 

several other games were done.  
 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  



 Prom night (con’t.) 

P A G E  6  V O L U M E  2 0 1 0 ,  I S S U E  1  

Final results led to the declaration of Philippe‟s group as the overall winner, and to the conclusion 

that, although most of the UHasselt students and graduates may have poor acting and guessing 

skills, they are definitely good in eating fast (as shown by Trevor and Abera), in whistling 

(demonstrated by Philippe), in using their nose and tongue to eat (shown by Kathy), in singing (a 

big applause to Kathy), and in dancing (which regrettably, as of this writing time, I still have to 

know the result of the showdown). All this shows that, without a doubt, UHasselt statistic stu-

dents and graduates are multi-talented individuals! 

 

Proceeding to the second part of the program, a party is not a party if there is no eating, drinking, 

and dancing. Well, thanks to JOSS who financed this part, food and drinks flowed during the party.  

We had more than what we can consume. So, while some individuals were demonstrating their 

dancing prowess, others were busy munching or drinking, or busy multi-tasking – that is, eating or 

drinking while dancing. It is such a delight to see stress-free individuals having fun and dancing to 

their heart‟s content, especially my fellow graduates; John, doing his masculine Shakira moves, Da-

vid, dancing on his favourite song, “mr. ability” (probably not the correct title), Ondrej, showing us 

the butt-wiggling dance, Gerri, demonstrating to the girls (especially the graduates) how to groove 

to the beat, and Petra, who revealed her flexibility in dancing to the tune of African music. 

 

Truly, the 24th of September 2010 will remain in the mind of the graduates as we move on to face 

new challenges. As for me, I will surely treasure that moment and I am really thankful to JOSS and 

the organizers for sending us off with a blast. 
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Keep in your mind! 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

JOSS-ACTIVITIES during the year 

 Jenever feesten - October 16 

 Bowling - November 

 Ice skating - December 

 End of Exams Party - January  

 City trip to Keulen - February 

 Movie night 

 BBQ 

 … 



Universiteit Hasselt 

Agoralaan 1  

3590 Diepenbeek 

E-mail:  joss@uhasselt.be 

Joint Organization of 

Statistics Scholars 

Web:  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/ 

student/alumni/default.asp 

JOSS 

J O S S  N e w s l e t t e r  

Item Collection of Censtat 

 

I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 

gets pulled a lot). 

Yep, I'm the JOSS coffee 

mug. 

You can use me to drink 

something, to show off with 

the nice "CENSTAT" logo 

on my belly, or just as a 

souvenir of your nice stay in 

Belgium. And this for only 5 

euro. 

So, if you want to buy me, 

please hurry to Emanuele, 

room H10, I will be waiting for you.  

 

 

The printed CenStat t-

shirts with the CenStat 

logo and "Ten reasons to 

be a Statistician" are now 

available. For a very 

cheap price of 12 euro's, 

you can avail of a high 

quality tee, and, not to 

mention, a nice souvenir 

from your days at UHas-

selt. You can purchase 

your t-shirt at room H10  

http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/default.asp

